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O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirst-
eth for thee, my � esh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, 

where no water is . . . (KJ Psalms 63:1)

“O�, I’� a �er� sp����u	l p
�s�n. I jus� d�n’� mu�h l�k
 �ns��-
�u���n	l �
l�g��n.” H�w ��
n d� w
 h
	� �h	�? Th
s
 p
�pl
 
m�gh� b
 su�p��s
d �� l
	�n �h	� hum	ns 	�
 all “v
�y sp���-
�u	l,” �h	� w
’�
 all d�	wn �� wh	� l�
s b
h�nd �h
 w��ld w
 
l�v
 �n.

B	s�ng ��s �
s
	��h �n 40 s�ud�
s �	k
n �n 20 ��un���
s, 
Ox��d Un�v
�s��y’s “C�gn����n, R
l�g��n, 	nd Th
�l�gy 
P��j
��” h	s d
�
�m�n
d �h	� �
l�g��us b
l�
v�ng �s �ns��n�-
�u	l �� �nn	�
 �� hum	nk�nd. R
l�g��n, 	s Ox��d Un�v
�s��y 
p��
ss�� R�g
� T��gg d
s���b
d ��, �s “un�v
�s	l, p�
v	l
n�, 
	nd d

p ����
d” �n 	ll �ul�u�
s. “W
 �
nd �� s

 pu�p�s
 �n 
�h
 w��ld,” T��gg ��n�lud
d. “W
 �h�nk �h	� s�m
�h�ng �s 
�h
�
 
v
n � y�u �	n’� s

 ��” (Cl	b�ugh).

A�h
�s�s 	nd s
�ul	��s�s w�ll l�k
ly s

 �h�s �
l�g��us 
�mpuls
 	s 	 n
g	��v
 �n
, s�m
�h�ng �nd�v�du	ls 	nd s���
�y 
mus� “g��w �u� �,” s	�d T��gg. Bu� �h
n h
 ��n��nu
d:
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R
l�g��us p
�pl
 w�uld s	y, ‘I �h
�
 �s 	 G�d, �h
n . . . 
h
 w�uld h	v
 g�v
n us �n�l�n	���ns �� l��k �� h�m.’ 
(Cl	b�ugh)

And h
’s ��gh�. I’m �n
 � �h�s
 �
l�g��us p
�pl
 wh� 
w�uld s	y �h	�. I d� �nd

d b
l�
v
 �h	� G�d h	s pl	�
d �n 

	�h � us �h
 �n�l�n	���n �� �nd H�m. I� �s 	lw	ys �h
�
, 
v
n 
wh
n w
 �h��s
 n�� �� �
sp�nd �� ��. As P	ul w���
:

Th�s
 wh� l�v
 	����d�ng �� �h
 l
sh h	v
 �h
�� m�nds s
� 
�n wh	� �h
 l
sh d
s��
s; bu� �h�s
 wh� l�v
 �n 	����d	n�
 
w��h �h
 Sp���� h	v
 �h
�� m�nds s
� �n wh	� �h
 Sp���� 
d
s��
s. (NIV R�m. 8:5)

And y
�, n� m	��
� h�w mu�h w
 m	y w	nd
� �, 
s
���ng �u� m�nd �n s�m
 hum	n qu
s� �� d�����n	l byw	y, 
n� m	��
� h�w m�sd��
��
d �u� �
l�g��us �mpuls
s m�gh� 
b
��m
, �h�s l�ng�ng �� G�d 	nd �n�l�n	���n �� sp����u	l��y 
�s 	lw	ys g��ng �� b
 �n us.

Th	�’s b
�	us
 w
 	�
 s�m
�h�ng m��
 �h	n �h�s n	�u�	l 
w��ld � phys��	l �
lls 	nd �ns��n��s. Jus� 	s mus�� �s s�m
-
�h�ng m��
 �h	n n��s
 �� n��
s. Jus� 	s 	�� �s s�m
�h�ng m��
 
�h	n p	�n� �� p�x
ls. W��h�n us �s something more. Th	�’s why 
hum	n 	��h �	n ���umph �n sp��
 � 	ll �h
 
v�ls s�	�k
d 
	g	�ns� ��. Th	�’s why w
 �	n sh	k
 w��h l	ugh�
� �n �h
 
m�ds� � ��	g
dy 	nd sh
d �
	�s � gl

 	� �h
 sub�l
s� ���ny 
�� �h
 m�s� �bv��us p�	�	ll. 

W
 	ll sh	�
 �n 	n uns

n sp����u	l m
l�dy b
�	us
 
G�d’s sp���� �s �n 
v
�y hum	n h
	��. Th�s d�
s �nd

d m	k
 
�
l�g��n s�m
�h�ng ��h
� �h	n “jus� 	 qu��ky �n�
�
s� � 	 

w” (T��gg, Cl	b�ugh). And 	�
n’� w
 gl	d.


