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Folks like the truth that hits their neighbor. 

I �re� �� �eari�� A�s	p’s “H	n�s
y �s 
h� b�s
 p	l��y,” s	 
I 	und 
h�s Am�����n p�	v��b, wh��h sh	ws h	n�s
y �s 
s	m�
�m�s l�ss 
h�n � v��
u�, �n �n
���s
�ng su�p��s�.

And y�
, �ll v��
u�s h�v� 
h� p	
�n
��l 
	 b� v���s. F	� 
�x�mpl�, L�w�s d�s���b�d 
h� � n� l�n� b�
w��n hum�l�
y 
�nd p��d� �n The Screwtape Le� ers, � � �
�	n�l �	nv��s�
�	n 
b�
w��n 
w	 d�v�ls. S���w
�p�, 
h� 
���h��, s�ys 
	 W	�m-
w		d, h�s pup�l: 

C�
�h h�m �
 
h� m	m�n
 wh�n h� �s ���lly p		� �n sp���
 
�nd smuggl� �n
	 h�s m�nd 
h� g��
�y�ng ��� ��
�	n, “By 
j	v�! I’m b��ng humbl�”, �nd �lm	s
 �mm�d��
�ly p��d�—
p��d� �
 h�s 	wn hum�l�
y—w�ll �pp���. (69)

Th� �d�� 
h�
 
�u
h 
�ll�ng �s �lw�ys � v��
u� 	p�ns 
h� d		� 

	 p��d� �s w�ll, 
	 
h� s�l-��gh
�	us h	n�s
y 
h�
 w	unds 
	
h��s.
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J�sus, wh	 ���
��nly w�s � 
�u
h 
�ll��, w�s s�l��
�v� �n 

h� 
�m�s h� p���
���d �
. On� g		d �x�mpl� 	 
h�
 �s wh�n 

h� “m	
h�� 	 
h� s	ns 	 Z�b�d��” ��m� b�	�� h�m kn��l-
�ng �nd �sk�ng, “D��l��� 
h�
 
h�s� 
w	 s	ns 	 m�n� w�ll 
s�
, 	n� �
 y	u� ��gh
 h�nd �nd 	n� �
 y	u� l�� , �n y	u� k�ng-
d	m” (NRSV M�� . 20:21).

N	w 
h� 	bv�	us 
�u
h h��� �s 
h�
 sh� w�s b��ng p��-
sump
u	us. C��
��nly 
h� 	
h�� d�s��pl�s �pp����d 
	 b� 
ups�
 by su�h b��z�n �mb�
�	n. Bu
 J�sus d�dn’
 s�y 
	 h��, 
“W	m�n, y	u p��sum� 
		 mu�h. Y	u� s	ns w�ll n�v�� b� 
���dy 	� su�h �n �l�v�
�	n.” 

M	�� g�n
ly h� s��d 
	 h��, “Y	u d	 n	
 kn	w wh�
 y	u 
��� �sk�ng.” Bu
 
h� 
w	 s	ns p��ss�d 	n s�y�ng, “W� ��� 
�bl�.” Th�s ��sp	ns� m�gh
 �g��n h�v� b��n � 
�m� 	� 
�u
h 

�ll�ng, bu
 J�sus �	n
�nu�d 
	 b� m����ul, ��ply�ng 
h�
 
su�h � p��v�l�g� “�s n	
 m�n� 
	 g��n
” (23). Mu�h l�
��, 
h�s 
w	m�n w�s l	y�lly s
�nd�ng �
 
h� ��	ss w�
h M��y M�g-
d�l�n�. I
 �s h��d 
	 �m�g�n� 
h�s m	
h�� b��ng 
h��� � J�sus 
h�d h�ndl�d 
h� ���l��� �	nv��s�
�	n �b	u
 h�� s	ns w�
h 
l�ss l	v� �nd m	�� h	n�s
y.

An	
h�� 
�m� wh�n J�sus 
�mp���d h�s w	�ds w�s wh�n 

h� w	m�n ���us�d 	 �dul
��y w�s b�	ugh
 
	 h�m. J�sus 
d�dn’
 s�y 
	 h�� ���us��s, “Y	u ��� �ll s�nn��s, d	�ng 
h�s 
v��y 
h�ng. Why s�ngl� h�� 	u
 �nd ���us� h��?” Th�
 w	uld 
h�v� b��n 
h� 
�u
h. Ins
��d h� s��d, “L�
 �ny	n� �m	ng 
y	u wh	 �s w�
h	u
 s�n b� 
h� � �s
 
	 
h�	w � s
	n� �
 h��” 
(NRSV J	hn 8:7). And 
h�n, �ns
��d 	 s
���ng 
h�m ���us-
�ngly �n 
h� �y�, h� humbly “b�n
 d	wn �nd w�	
� 	n 
h� 
g�	und”—n	
 w�
�h�ng 
h� �� ��
 	 h�s w	�ds �
 �ll.
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T�r�i�� A�i�e to See

Th� s�l-��gh
�	usn�ss 
h�
 h�d�s �n h	n�s
y ��n b� 
��g�-
��lly hu�
ul 
	 
h	s� ��	und us. I
 m�y �v�n b� � d�sgu�s� 
	� judgm�n
 �nd �ng�� �nd ��v�ng�. Th�
’s why � 
�m� 	 

�u
h 
�ll�ng mus
 b� � 
�m� 	 y��ld�ng, wh�n 
h� L	�d l��ds 

h� w�y. Only 
h�n w�ll 	u� m	
�v�s 
�uly sp��ng �	m l	v�.


