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Have you ever wondered why a Christian’s relationship 
with the Lord can, at times, seem a li� le like “hide and 
seek”?

I� �er �oo� “T�e G�d �� All C�m���	,” Sm
	h ��l�	�s � s	�-
�y wh��� � Ch�
s	
�n w��k�� �sk�d � l

 l� g
�l, “H�v� y�u 
��und 	h� S�v
�u�?” Th� l

 l� g
�l ��pl
�d w
	h w�nd�� �nd 
�m�z�m�n	, “Why, I d
d n�	 kn�w 	h� S�v
�u� w�s l�s	” 
(C�m���	 11)!

Th� w��ds seek �nd � nd d� �pp��� 
n 	h� N�w T�s	�m�n	 
qu
	� �� �n. Th�	’s p��h�ps why 
	’s s� ��sy 	� g�	 �u� ��l� 
�nd 	h� L��d’s ��l� ��n�us�d. W� g�	 	� 	h
nk
ng 	h�	 h� 
s 
���
ng ���und 	h� n�x	 ���n��, �nd w� ��n’	 qu
	� ��	�h up. 
O�, w�’�� ����h
ng ��� h
m bu	 h�’s �lud
ng us. W��s	 �� �ll, 
w� m
gh	 	h
nk 	h�	 w� h�v� d�n� su�h b�d 	h
ngs 	h�	 	h� 
S�v
�u� 
s 
n	�n	
�n�lly �v�
d
ng us.

Wh�	 w� n��d 	� ���l
z� 
s 	h�	 	h
s s��k
ng �nd � nd
ng 
g�m� 
s d
sp��v�d 
n J�sus’ p���bl�s. In 	h� p���bl� �� 	h� 
g��d Sh�ph��d, ��� �x�mpl�, 	h� Sh�ph��d s����h�s �u	 �nd 
� nds 	h� sh��p (M�
 . 18:12; Luk� 15:4). In h
s p���bl� �� 	h� 
p��d
g�l s�n, 	h� ��	h�� �uns 	� m��	 	h� s�n (Luk� 15:20). 
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And 	h�n 	h��� 
s 	h� p���bl� �� 	h� 	�n v
�g
ns w�
	
ng ��� 
	h� b�
d�g���m 	� ��m� 	� 	h�m (M�
 . 25:1-10).

Th
s d�s
�� 	� ��m� 	� us, 	� � nd us, 
s �ls� 	�u� 
n J�sus 
��l�	
�nsh
p w
	h �	h��s. H� 	��v�l�d 	� L�z��us 	� b�
ng h
m 
b��k 	� l
�� (J�hn 11:11). H� w�n	 	� J��us�l�m; 	h� Ph��
s��s 
�nd ��bb
n
��l l��d��s d
dn’	 h�v� 	� � nd h
m (M��k 10:32). 
And, �� �� h
s ��su����	
�n, h� s�ugh	 �u	 	h� m�n �n 	h� 
w�lk 	� Emm�us (Luk� 24:15). A	 �n�	h�� 	
m�, h� ��m� 
n	� 
� ���m �v�n 	h�ugh 	h� d���s w��� �l�s�d (J�hn 20:19). H� 
w�s w�
	
ng ��� 	h� d
s�
pl�s �n 	h� sh��� �� 	h� S�� �� T
b�-
�
�s (J�hn 21:4). And �n 	h� D�m�s�us ���d, h� s�ugh	 �u	 
P�ul wh� w�s �unn
ng �w�y ���m h
m �s ��s	 �s h� ��uld by 
p��s��u	
ng Ch�
s	
�ns (A�	s 9:3-5). 

M�s	 �m�z
ngly, d�wn 	h��ugh 	h� ��n	u�
�s �nd 	�d�y, 
	h� l
v
ng L��d ��m�s 	� us. H
s p��s�n�� 
s �����d�d 
n 	h� 
s
mpl� w��ds �� p��y��s �nd p��	�y �nd 
n 	h� w�
	
ngs �� 
	h� mys	
�s �nd 
n 	h� h���	s �� 	h� p�n
	�n	. In my �wn �x-
p��
�n��, I w�s n�	 su�� I �v�n b�l
�v�d �nym���. I h�d ��m-
pl�	�ly g
v�n up �h�s
ng �� �� Ch�
s	 wh�n h� ��m� 	� m�. 

Wh�	 I’v� l���n�d s
n�� 	h�	 d�y 
s 	h�	 my p��	 
s 	h� 
y
�ld
ng—my p��	 
s 	h� su���nd�� �� s�l�. H
s p��	 
s 	� � nd 
�nd 	� � ll �nd 	� �ul� ll. Sm
	h sh���s � s
m
l�� ����un	 �� 
� w
ld y�ung m�n b���m
ng “� ��j�
�
ng Ch�
s	
�n.” Wh�n 
�sk�d h�w 
	 h�pp�n�d, h� ��pl
�d: “Oh, I d
d my p��	, �nd 
	h� L��d d
d H
s.” Wh�n �sk�d wh
�h p��	 w�s wh
�h, h� 
��pl
�d, “My p��	 w�s 	� �un �w�y. And 	h� L��d’s p��	 w�s 
	� �un �� �� m� un	
l H� ��ugh	 m�” (C�m���	 10).

I� w� mus	 ��n	
nu� 	� 	h
nk �� �u� Ch�
s	
�n l
�� �s � 
g�m� �� h
d� �nd s��k, w� ��� 	h� �n�s wh� ��� h
d
ng. W�’�� 
h
d
ng ���m �u� n��d ��� G�d. W�’�� h
d
ng 
n �u� p�
d� �nd 
�u� �g�	
sm. W�’�� h
d
ng 
n �u� s�l�-�
gh	��usn�ss �nd �u� 
judgm�n	s. W�’�� h
d
ng b�h
nd �u� phys
��l, �v�lu	
�n��y 
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w�n	s �nd n��ds �nd d�s
��s. Bu	 	h� L��d w
ll g�	 	� us, 	� 
	h� p��	 
n �u� s�ul 	h�	 h���s h
m—���dy �� n�	.


